
AGENDA 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

TREE COMMITTEE MEETING 

RUSH PARK 
Administration Building 

3001 Blume Drive 
Rossmoor, California 

Monday, March 6, 2017 
5:00 p.m. 

A. ORGANIZATION 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 5:00 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL: Directors DeMarco, Nitikman

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS:  None

B.       PUBLIC FORUM 

Any person may address the members of the Tree Committee at this time upon any subject within 
the jurisdiction of the Tree Committee of the Rossmoor Community Services District. 

C. REGULAR CALENDAR 

1. RESIDENT PARKWAY TREE REMOVAL REQUEST FOR NEIGHBOR’S TREE

2. NON-DISTRICT TREE TRIMMING

D.          ADJOURNMENT 





 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 
AGENDA ITEM C-1 

 
 
Date: March 6, 2017 
 
To: Trees/Parkways Committee 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: Resident Lynn McCarthy request to have parkway tree at 2971 

Salmon removed.  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Background of tree removal request 
2. West Coast Arborist history of tree 
3. Arborist Report  
4. Letters from Lynn McCarthy and responses by Tree Consultant 

 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM C-1 

Background of Citizen Service Request: Lynn McCarthy 2972 Salmon Drive Rossmoor, CA 90720 

The following contains a complete history of RCSD correspondence pertaining to the requests by Lynn 
McCarthy for the removal of the of parkway tree at 2971 Salmon Drive in Rossmoor, CA 90720.  

October 2015: Lynn McCarthy called RCSD and spoke to Tree Consultant Mary Kingman. She requested 
removal of Aleppo Pine tree located at 2971 Salmon Dr. Her reasons for removal request being that tree 
was too big and messy and blew pine needles into her yard and onto her car. At that time Mary Kingman 
informed her of the RCSD Tree Protection Policy and informed her that under the policy, the tree could 
not be removed for the reasons she stated. 

January 2016: Lynn McCarthy again called to request removal of the Aleppo Pine tree located at 2971. 
Her reasons for the removal request being that the tree was not healthy. Mary Kingman inspected the 
tree and found that it was indeed suffering from drought stress but and that the parkway was not being 
irrigated. She did not find any additional signs of declining health or hazards within the tree. Mary 
Kingman added the tree to the RCSD watering truck schedule and Mary Kingman informed Ms. 
McCarthy of her findings and the fact that we would be watering the tree in a letter dated January 27, 
2016. RCSD watered the tree twice monthly from January 2016 until the winter of 2016/2017, when the 
return of rain allowed for natural irrigation of the parkway.  

July 2016: Mary Kingman received a letter from Lynn McCarthy requesting removal of the Aleppo Pine 
tree located at 2971. Her reasons for removal request being the following:  1.That the tree had a fungus 
that had spread to trees on her property. 2. That the tree will fall over in storm or winds onto her house 
and split her house directly in two, taking with it a street lamp wire and then catching fire. Mary 
Kingman responded in a letter dated July 20, 2016 that the tree did not appear to have a fungus as she 
mentioned and that the tree appeared to be structurally sound and therefore did not qualify for removal 
under the RCSD Tree Protection Policy. 

September 2016: After performing a follow-up inspection on the tree, Mary Kingman added tree to an 
off-grid WCA trim list.  

January 2017: Mary Kingman received a letter from Lynn McCarthy, dated October 15, 2016. In the 
letter she again cited her reasons for wanting the Aleppo Pine tree located at 2971 Salmon removed. 
She also included a note from a Certified Arborist that she hired to assess her own trees. The note, 
which was written on an invoice, that stated the Aleppo Pine tree located at 2971 Salmon needed to be 
pruned and was ‘a safety concern due to heavy canopy, potential limb failures, lifting sidewalk and 
asphalt.’ There was no arborist report included. Mary Kingman responded with a letter dated January 4, 
2017, explaining that after inquiring with WCA about the scheduled pruning, found that it was not 
pruned due to a car repeatedly being parked near the tree and that she would coordinate pruning with 
the resident. She also referred Ms. McCarthy to Orange County Public Works for sidewalk and asphalt 
issues.  
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January 2017: WCA did not inform Mary Kingman that the tree could not be pruned due to a car 
repeatedly being parked in the area beneath the canopy. She only discovered that the tree was not 
pruned upon receiving Lynn McCarthy’s letter in January. On January 4, 2017, Mary Kingman sent a 
letter to the resident of 2971 Salmon Dr. requesting that the resident call her to arrange a time that tree 
could be trimmed when no cars would be parked. The resident at 2971 Salmon responded on January 7, 
and Mary Kingman coordinated with the resident and WCA to have the tree trimmed on January 24, 
2017.  

January 2017: Mary Kingman received a letter from Lynn McCarthy, dated January 18, 2016. The letter 
contained various complaints about Mary Kingman and the Aleppo Pine tree located at 2971 Salmon. 
Mary Kingman did not respond to the letter. 

February 3, 2017: Lynn McCarthy’s daughter called Mary Kingman asking legal questions pertaining to 
the RCSD Tree Policy and her mother’s tree removal requests and stating that she was an attorney. Mary 
Kingman explained that she was not in the position to answer legal questions regarding the tree policy 
and informed her that the matter would be moved to the Tree Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Site Detail (33.781411797449,-118.08210111847)(WCA InventoryID: 4649576) 

District Address Location Species DBH Height 
4 2971 SALMON DR   Front-1 Pinus halepensis 

  ALEPPO PINE 
31+ 60+ 

Utility 
No 

Maintenance 
Grid Trim 

Parkway 
6 

PW Type Estimated Value 
$17,220 

Valid 
Yes 

Crew Date Work Type / Comments Job # / Acct # 
WCA 01/24/2017 Tree Pruning > 18 DSH 35572 
WCA 09/15/2016 Car Repeatedly Blocking 35572 
WCA 11/14/2014 Tree Pruning > 18 DSH 28397 
WCA 07/07/2010 Tree Pruning > 18 DSH 16864 
WCA 07/24/2006 Tree Pruning > 18 DSH 9694 
WCA 06/14/2002 Tree Trimming > 18 DBH 4425 
WCA 11/16/2000 Safety Trim 3589 

Attachment 2



Tree Care Professionals Serving Communities Who Care About Trees www.WCAINC.com

Page 1

West Coast Arborists, Inc. 
2200 E. Via Burton Street, Anaheim, CA 92806  714.991.1900  800.521.3714   Fax 714.956.3745

March 1, 2017

Rossmoor Community District
ATTN: Mary Kingman
3001 Blume Avenue
Rossmoor, CA 90720

RE: 2971 Salmon Drive Aleppo Pine

Ms. Kingman,

Pursuant to your request this report has been prepared in order to present the results
from my assessment of the Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) located at 2971 Salmon
Drive. The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the current health and condition
of the tree and to provide any necessary maintenance recommendations based on
these findings. The site was visited on February 28, 2017 and all comments and
recommendations that follow are based on observations made while on site.

The tree was evaluated using the standards set for a basic health evaluation and a Level
2: Basic Risk Assessment. The criteria for this level of assessment is in accordance with
the Best Management Practices (BMPs) for tree risk assessment; specifically the ANSI
A300 (Part 9) 2011 Tree Risk Assessment, a. Tree Structure Assessment. This level of
assessment includes a 360 degree ground based visual inspection of the tree crown,
trunk, trunk flare, above ground roots, and site conditions around the tree(s).

OBSERVATIONS:
This large specimen tree is located in a five foot wide parkway in front of the
above listed address, The trunk diameter is 40 inches, and the tree is roughly 60
feet tall with a 45 foot canopy spread, see Figures 1 3.
The tree has a multiple, co dominant architecture, with four similarly sized, fairly
large stems arising from the same place. There are at least two stems which
seem to have included bark and one of these crotches appears to have active sap
flow from the area (Figures 5 and 6).
There is a very small amount of twig and small branch dieback around the
canopy, see Figures 7 9.
The trunk base almost fills the parkway and the roots have caused damage to the
surrounding hardscape elements. The adjacent sidewalk panels are lifted and
have been ground down to reduce the trip hazard. There is also buckling in the
roadway which appears to be from support roots. See Figures 10 and 11.
Water flow along the gutter has been impeded and this is also believed to be a
result of root issues. See Figure 12.
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West Coast Arborists, Inc. 
2200 E. Via Burton Street, Anaheim, CA 92806  714.991.1900  800.521.3714   Fax 714.956.3745

GENERAL DISCUSSION: Species Profile: Pinus halepensis is native to the Mediterranean
region, is drought tolerant and has a moderate to slow growth rate, reaching 60 70 feet
tall and 40 feet wide. Generally this pine species has an upright and slightly spreading,
single stemmed form but it is not uncommon to find multi stemmed individuals.
Considered to have a “strong” branch strength rating.

SUMMARY: Based on observable characteristics of the subject tree I do not believe
there is a high level of risk of any part of this pine failing anytime soon given normal,
expected weather patterns. However, as this is clearly a co dominantly structured tree,
there are inherently risky elements present. Two of the stems are possibly displaying
included bark and there is active sap flow from at least one; there is a medium
probability that one of these larger stems could give way. For this reason, it is highly
suggested that the entire canopy be thinned and reduced in order to allow for better
wind movement through the crown and to lessen the loading on the lower points of the
main stem attachments. This is going to be especially important on the larger limb that
is nearest the garage and residential building, as this is the stem which also has the sap
flow. This level of mitigation will not remove all risk, however, it will greatly reduce the
chance of a failure and leave the tree with a low risk level.

As a side note, it is assumed that because of the water drainage issues, that some type
of repairs will be needed along the curb and gutter sometime in the future. If and when
any such hardscape work is undertaken, it is highly recommended that any roots
exposed during the construction process be examined to determine if there will be any
adverse impacts to stability prior to cutting.

The intent of this report was to provide as complete and unbiased an opinion as
possible with regards to the current health and condition of the specific tree discussed
above. It is hoped that the information provided is sufficient to enable management
staff to make necessary decisions with regards to the maintenance of both trees.
However, should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel
free to contact me at (714) 991 1900 ext., 149.

Respectfully,

Rebecca Mejia 
Rebecca Mejia
ISA Certified Arborist #WE 2355A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ)
West Coast Arborists Inc.



Figures 1 3. Showing the Aleppo Pine located in 
front of 2971 Salmon Drive, as seen from three 
di erent perspec ves. The crown of this tree is 
fairly well balanced, with slightly more weight 

situated over the front yard area. 
 

One small area of concern is with the 
 number of stems arising from the main stem, 

this is considered “co dominant” structure and is 
not characteris c of the species, which is more 

known to have a singular main stem.  
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Figures 4 6. Showing closer images of the four  
co dominate stems. At least two of the points of 

a achment appear to possibly have included 
bark. There is also an area where ac ve sap ow 

is present near one of these areas. This could  
become a problem later as the stems con nue to 

increase in size and weight. The tree has  
produced some good reac on wood around the 
areas directly under the ridges, which does add 

some suppor ve strength to the areas. 
 

At this me, is suggested that the tree be thinned 
and reduced in order to lessen the loading on the 

lower trunk and stems.  
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Fig #4 Fig #5 

Fig #6 



Showing the various degrees of  
damage to the surrounding hardscape elements.  

 
Figure 10. The sidewalk panels are li ed and have 

been ground down in order to reduce poten al 
trip hazards. 

 
Figure 11. There is buckling and li ing of the  

asphalt roadway, most likely this is also due to 
root growth. 

 
Figure 12. Water movement has been impeded 

and there is standing water in the gu er. This too 
is most likely being caused by tree roots  
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Fig #10 Fig #11 

Fig #12 
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West Coast Arborists, Inc. 
2200 E. Via Burton Street, Anaheim, CA 92806  714.991.1900  800.521.3714   

ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS

1. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified insofar as
possible; however, the Consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of
information provided by others. Standard of Care has been met with regards to this project within
reasonable and normal conditions.

2. The Consultant will not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report unless
subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for such services
as described in the fee schedule and contract of engagement.

3. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.

4. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose by
any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written consent of the Consultant.

5. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the Consultant, and the Consultant’s
fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a stipulated result, a specified value, the occurrence of a
subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.

6. Unless expressed otherwise: 1) information contained in this report covers only those items that were
examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection; and 2) the inspection is
limited to visual examination of accessible items without dissection, excavation, or coring, unless
otherwise stated. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies
of the tree(s) or property in question may not arise in the future.

7. Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of
living near trees. It is highly recommended that you follow the arborist recommendations; however, you
may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations and/or seek additional advice.

8. Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree. Trees
are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden within trees
and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances,
or for a specific period of time.

9. Any recommendations and/or performed treatments (including, but not limited to, pruning or removal) of
trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s services, such as property
boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and any other related issues.
Arborists cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate information is
disclosed to the arborist. An arborist can then be expected to consider and reasonably rely on the
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.

10. The author has no personal interest or bias with respect to the subject matter of this report or the parties
involved. He/she has inspected the subject tree(s) and to the best of their knowledge and belief, all
statements and information presented in the report are true and correct.

11. Unless otherwise stated, trees were examined using the tree risk assessment criteria detailed by the
International Society of Arboriculture’s publications Best Management Practices – Tree Risk Assessment
and the Tree Risk Assessment Manual and A Photographic Guide to the Evaluation of Hazard Trees
(Matheny & Clark).
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January 27, 2016 
 
Mrs. McCarthy 
2972 Salmon Dr. 
Rossmoor, CA 90720 
 
Re: Tree Removal Request 
 
Dear Mrs. McCarthy, 
 
This letter is to follow up on your January 26, 2016 request to RCSD to have the parkway tree at 2971 
Salmon Dr. removed.   
 
I have inspected the tree and it does appear to be water stressed. I have added the tree to the District 
watering list and we will water twice monthly while drought conditions continue. I will also continue to 
monitor the tree for any further signs of declining health. At this time, I cannot authorize removal of this 
tree under Policy 3080, which I have attached.   
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Kingman 
Tree Consultant for RCSD 
(562) 430-3707 x-106 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
July 20, 2016 
 
Mrs. McCarthy 
2972 Salmon Dr. 
Rossmoor, CA 90720 
 
Re: 2971 Salmon Drive 
 
Dear Mrs. McCarthy, 
 
This letter is to follow up on your July 5, 2016 letter in which you expressed concerns about the 
parkway tree at 2971 Salmon Drive. 
 
The tree does not appear to have a ‘fungus’ as you mention. Fungus on trees usually appears either as 
mushroom-like structures or has a mossy, lichen-like appearance. The pathogen that is affecting White 
Alder trees, which is the tree in your parkway, along with Crape Myrtle trees is Phytophthora. This 
disease has been killing White Alder trees in Rossmoor for a few years now. So far 54 White Alder trees 
within Rossmoor parks and parkways have died from this disease and is now starting to kill Crape 
Myrtle trees as well. There is no spray that can stop this pathogen. An obvious symptom of this disease 
is a rapid decline of the tree crown, turning from green to brown within a few months or a few weeks. 
The Allepo Pine across the street from you is not the cause or carrier of this disease as it does not exhibit 
the symptoms.  
 
The Pine tree does show signs of drought and water stress and is watered twice monthly by our water 
truck.  
 
The tree in question does not meet any of the qualifications for Tree Removal under section 3080.40. 
The tree appears to be structurally sound, is not creating problems that are considered valid reasons for 
removal since tree size or litter it creates are not valid reasons. It does not have a split trunk (which 
means a broken or cracked trunk, not multiple trunks). There are no records of limbs falling from it and 
it is not diseased or infested. As far as it being the ‘wrong species for its location’, there are many older 
trees that were planted by residents before the policy came into effect and under current policy they are 
not removed. Newly planted unauthorized trees are removed by RCSD or Orange County Public Works.  
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Kingman 
Tree Consultant for RCSD 
ISA Certified Arborist 
(562) 430-3707 x-106 



 

 
 
 
 
 
January 4, 2017 
 
Mrs. McCarthy 
2972 Salmon Dr. 
Rossmoor, CA 90720 
 
Re: 2971 Salmon Drive 
 
Dear Mrs. McCarthy, 
 
This letter is to follow up on a letter we received on January 3, 2017, dated October 15, 2016, in which 
you expressed your ongoing concerns about the parkway Pine tree at 2971 Salmon Drive as expressed in 
previous letters to me and to which I have responded accordingly. 
 
I ordered a trim on this tree back in September of 2016. The trimming crew has made several attempts to 
trim the tree but have been unable to due to a vehicle blocking the area they need to access in order to 
trim the tree. The crew posted notices and attempted to contact the resident, but had no luck in doing so. 
The tree was last pruned back on Nov. 11, 2014. Our parkway trees are on a four-year pruning schedule, 
but since the tree does have a large canopy and some dead growth within the crown, I ordered a trim 
sooner than the four-year schedule. We will continue to attempt to contact the resident so that we can 
have the tree trimmed. As for the sidewalk issues, you will need to contact Orange County Public Works 
since that agency manages sidewalk repairs. They prefer it that a resident call in a request themselves so 
that they can maintain their own service request records. The number to call is (714) 955-0200 
 
In response to your concerns about the White Alder tree in your parkway, the tree is on my watch list, 
along with the other 221 White Alder trees in Rossmoor. As I mentioned in my previous letter, this 
species of tree has been greatly affected by a disease and continue to decline and die. I will add the tree 
to a removal list once they have reached the point where I determine that they will not recover from 
disease and when the risk of failure becomes eminent. I will check the tree for dead wood and have the 
tree trimmed if needed. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Kingman 
Tree Consultant for RCSD 
ISA Certified Arborist 
(562) 430-3707 x-106 
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